BODY WORLDS

(Cut and paste from my entry for my works newsletter)

Just thought id write up a quick note about the fantastic body worlds exhibit opening I went to last night.

German Professor Anatomy Gunther Von Hagen, looking like a Gestapo extra from “‘allo ‘allo”, opened his anatomy exhibition in London last night.  Thanks to the bank being involved with the venue owners I was one of the few members of staff who braved the scare mongering and had the tolerance to attend.

I passed on the goats cheese nibbles before the show, but was sure to help myself to an extra glass of champagne to help quell any residual fears.  The opening was packed and I noticed a lot of cameras and quite a few famous people such as Michael York (from 3 Musketeers fame).  After 3 typically long and very German speeches we were invited to go round.  I don’t know if I have a stronger stomach than other people, but once the show was open and I saw my first body I stopped thinking of them as people.  

The effects of the plastic processes upon the body are remarkable.  The body is infused with the plastics rather than covered, which lends to an absolutely amazing preservation of detail together with the added bonus of stability in the poses.  I saw men women and children split open in all directions.  One great example was a man holding a sword who was literally split into 3.  His muscles, his bones (hand still holding the sword) and his nerves with the brain stem (including his original eyes!).  The effect meant that I could see more detail about the human body than in a million diagrams or wax models.  These effects of seeing the inner workings of the human body and how the whole thing comes together were revelatory.

One of the very clever idea themes running though the whole exhibition was the lesson of what we do to our bodies.  I saw lungs choked with tar, livers shrivelled with alcohol abuse, and all manor of body parts riddled with tumours.  I learned by actually seeing (which is a difference I cannot stress enough) about what happens in a stroke, heart attack, cancer malignance, and old age.  I saw the stages of development from the smallest embryo right through to birth (shown in about 20 stages).  I saw birth defects and learned about things which have been to me just medical terms.  Such as Cleft Palette, Spinal defects, Siamese twins, Anencephaly etc.  I, along with everyone else probably, swore right there and then to take better care of myself in future.

The moral arguments against this exhibition are dissolved in the face of the event itself.  All of the people shown were volunteers.  Many had seen earlier shows and requested that they be saved for this process after death for a variety of reasons (see the quotes below).

Religious reasons to miss the show were for me annihilated.  One look at these bodies helped sort out a lot of my own personal feelings about the idea of the soul.  One person I spoke to said that it was against his (Christian) religion to attend.  Well, none of these people has their soul inside.  If you believe in the after live of the soul you would take one look at these peoples bodies and relax safe in the unmistakable knowledge that they are now “at peace” and truly “soulless”.  For me I believe that soul is nothing more than the energy that drives the body (electrical etc) and since that energy has departed the body simply a husk.  To be treated with respect mind you!  The main worry I had was that they would try to make the show too much an “art” event.  It wasn’t.  They placed the bodies in poses, sure.  They used their imagination in the design of the exhibits, definitely.  However, at no time did they call it art.  It is science, and great science at that.

There were still moral lessons to learn mind you.  One women had died while pregnant from lung cancer, and they has posed her standing with the body cut so you could see both the infant and the blackened lungs caused by smoking.  Her face looked at you and her hands drew you to the fact that this person has killed both herself and her baby with her addiction to tobacco.  The guide I picked up had this quote from one of the volunteers:

“I have abused my body, neglected and ignored it. However, it keeps on functioning, regenerates itself, and discovers new limits.  Gratitude is the main motivation for my decision (to donate myself).”

Other quotes include:

“I am a professing Christian and know that man has a soul and when he dies, the soul will return to God; and when Christ comes back, I will be resurrected in a new body as it says in the bible.”

Whilst I cannot bring myself to agree with this quote, I do respect the sentiment.  I don’t see any serious Religious reasons or moral ones that should prevent people from seeing this brilliant event. It’s your own personal view, and mine is that relying on a dodgy interpretation of an equally dodgy book will get you nowhere.  The bible has nothing against this event.

I glad its been passed by the UK government to be seen in England and I urge all people in the company (and all my fellow Wastelanders! :D ) to Go take a look.  Myself I am going to go again with my GF and this time take my Sister-in-law who is a Vet and get the benefit of her knowledge. 

A fantastic learning experience and one of all ages to see.  

Ignore the knee jerk “Daily Mail” reading moralist Muppets and go!

